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Save Oban House

               ban House is a heritage building (1890) in St John’s Grove 
Conservation Area, looking out onto Beeston parish church – the heart 
of our town. It’s also beautiful and at risk.
 

Planning permission is being sought to tear down 
Oban House and replace it with a large, modern 
building for Manor Surgery to rent. 

While we support Manor Surgery’s quest for new, 
larger premises, and support Oban House, 8 Chilwell 
Road as the location for it, we do NOT support tearing 
down Oban House, or the design of the new building 
initially put forward.

We know there is a better option!

Therefore, after consulting the local community, 
architects, builders, and experienced developers, 
Beeston Civic Society has begun a campaign to 
challenge an application seeking to demolish a heritage 
building in the centre of Beeston and replace it with a 
large, modern building.  

Many support our objective to sympathetically 
convert and extend Oban House, feeling that it will 
achieve the desired outcomes and requirements of 
all involved: guaranteeing the owner’s rental income; 
delivering Manor Surgery’s projected service provision; 
improving sustainability and environmental efficiency, 
and retaining and enhancing the character, value, and 
quality of the Conservation Area and Beeston as a 
whole – future-proofing it for the community to enjoy 
and benefit. 

Oban House could convert to make a unique frontage 
for the Surgery. 

The proposed Pharmacy at entrance-level could be a 
stunning feature, seen by all those ‘passing through’ on 
public transport.

O
By bringing a much-admired heritage building back 
into use through renovating it and extending it at the 
rear, its owners would not only have a highly valuable, 
impressive landmark building to lease to Manor 
Surgery – they would also have the full support of 
Beeston Civic Society and the local community behind 
them.
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An application has been submitted to Broxtowe Borough Council Planning Authority  
(Ref: 22/00166/FUL). 

TO WHAT DO WE OBJECT?
1.	Demolition of Oban House.

2.	The proposed building design (within a Conservation Area). 

TO WHAT DO WE NOT OBJECT?
1.	Manor Surgery relocation, and expansion.

2.	The site being developed. 

BEESTON CIVIC SOCIETY SHALL BE OBJECTING ON BEHALF OF ITS MEMBERSHIP WITH THE VIEW TO:
1.	Save Oban House from demolition. 

2.	Bring a Heritage building back into use.

3.	Conserve and enhance the Conservation Area and nearby heritage assets, while providing a landmark 			     
  building for an expanded Manor Surgery.

Bringing a heritage building back into use by incorporating it into a new development with a bold, 
sympathetic extension to the rear of the site would be wholeheartedly supported by the Society and many 
of the community who have made their protestation in the same regard.

Our Aims
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The outstanding structure is one of only a few heritage 
buildings remaining in the centre of Beeston. It is 
structurally superior and more valuable in respect of 
materials and workman skills than almost anything that 
can be purchased today.

Oban House is not a listed building, Asset of 
Communty Value, or on a Local Heritage List – as we 

don’t yet have one (we’re planning to work on this 
in the very near future – for this building and other 
heritage assets not yet designated – but our priority 
at the moment is saving this building). It is in a 
Conservation Area though.

St John’s Grove Conservation Area (StJG); overlooks 
Beeston West End Conservation Area (BWE), and is 
set opposite St John’s Parish Church, a Grade II Listed 
Building – each sharing a view of the other. 

Owners have submitted plans to Broxtowe Borough 
Council to demolish it and replace it with a building of 
such ugliness and unsuitability we can barely bare to 
share it – but you can see it in the “Appendix” on page 
34.

Why Save It?
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Designated Heritage Assets

Beeston has lost much of its history – its old buildings, 
layout and setting. Many heritage assets were lost 
even before they were recognised. 

It is therefore especially important to us to fight to 
retain and conserve that which we still have – such as 
Oban House.

Once a building is gone, it is gone for good. Standards 
slip, and a precedent is set. We can’t stand by and let 
this happen. In 1973 the Society was established to do 
just that, it is why we exist.

We believe the demolition and the proposed new 
building will negatively impact the special character 
of two Conservation Areas and damage the setting 
of the nearby designated heritage assets, Grade II 
Listed church. 

Through factors such as massing, scale, and 
proportion; materials used; loss of landscape and 
boundary, the new building would create an ‘urban 
character’, eroding further the Conservation Area at 
the heart of Beeston.

Oban House 
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CHURCH OF ST JOHN THE BAPTIST (GRADE II)
LIST ENTRY	1263823
HERITAGE ENGLAND LISTING DETAILS:
List date	 October 18, 1949

Moffatt. Enlarged 1876 by C. H. Thornton. 

Organ chamber 1876. 

Vestry 1897. 

C15 Perpendicular style. Pecked ashlar. Gabled and 
lean-to slate and patterned tile roofs. Moulded plinth 
and sill band. Moulded eaves band with bosses and 
masks. Crenellated parapets. Decorated ridge. Coped 
gables with crosses. Windows are C15 style lancets 
with hood moulds. South west tower, nave, chancel, 
north and south aisles, north transept, vestries. 
Buttressed south west tower, 4 stages, has higher 
buttressed octagonal stair turret at south west corner. 
3 string courses. First stage has to south moulded 
doorway with flanking shafts, Arms in spandrels and 
hood mould. Second stage has to south a cusped 
Decorated double lancet. Third stage has on each side 
a single lancet. Fourth stage has on each side 2 double 
lancet louvred openings. 

All openings have hood moulds. Stair turret has a 
single light on each stage on alternate sides. Nave 
west end has 5 light lancet with panel tracery. To left, 
canted stair turret and door. Above, angel boss at top 

Ph
ot

o 
by

 T
am

ar
 F

ea
st

.



9

of eaves band. Clerestory, 6 bays, has on each side 3 buttresses and dwarf corner buttresses. 

South side has 4 and north side 6 square headed double lancets. 

East gable has small double lancet and above, angel boss. Chancel, 3 bays, has to north, to east, C15 double 
lancet with panel tracery. East end has a pair of diagonal buttresses and transomed 5 light lancet with panel 
tracery and segmental head. South side has central buttress and off-centre cusped doorway, C15, with C17 
plank door. Flanked by single C19 double lancets with panel tracery and square headed reveals. Choir vestry 
has to north a pair of diagonal buttresses and late C14 style double lancet. Inscribed stone commemorating 
Victoria’s Jubilee, 1898. East side, 2 bays, has central buttress and off-centre moulded doorway with hood 
mould and mask stops. Above, 2 C15 style double lancets with panel tracery and square headed reveals. Vestry 
in return angle has to north a pair of corner buttresses and a double lancet with square headed reveal. Choir 
vestry to east, 3 bays, has 4 centred arched door flanked by single double lancets, Tower chamber forming 
south porch has chamfered and rebated inner door with hanging lamp on bracket. Nave arcades, 6 bays, have 
clustered shafts with moulded bases and lobed capitals. Moulded arches have hood moulds and mask stops. 
Clerestory has sill band. Hammer beam roof on foliate corbels. West window has stained glass to John Watson, 
1876. East gable has stained glass window c.1858. Chancel has double chamfered and rebated arch flanked to 
left by niche with four centred arched head. North side has to left, opening containing organ. 

To right, easternmost window has stained glass, 1859. East end has C14 style traceried reredos, 1880 and 
stained glass window 1854. South side has to east cusped ogee headed piscina and matching triple sedilia, 
C15. Easternmost stained glass window 1860,westernmost window 1877. Roof 1876, low pitched with arch 
braces on corbels. North and south aisles have lean-to roofs with arch braces on corbels. North aisle west end 
has stained glass window 1859 and central north side window by Henry Hughes, 1873. East end has traceried 
arch containing C20 War Memorial traceried screen. South aisle has stained glass window at east end, 1850 
and on south side, stained glass windows 1890, 1858 and 1874, 1893 and at west end, 1878. Vestry has stained 
glass window 1873. Fittings include reeded round font, C11, re-set on C14 style base, 1842. Poor box made 
from beam end with iron binding inscribed “W.A. E.B. C.W. 1684”. Part of altar rail with balusters, late C17. 
Moulded and pierced stalls and desks, 1875. Benches mid C19. Eagle lectern, 1875. Panelled alabaster pulpit 
on stem, 1885. Memorials include marble tablet with apron and pediment, 1797, Classical style marble and slate 
tablets 1809, 1821, 1914, 1915. Marble and slate tablet by Walkers, Nottingham, 1862. 2 brasses, C19. 5 C20 
memorials. Pair of hatchments, C18. Royal Arms, 1844.
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HOW DO WE INTEND TO ACHIEVE THIS?
1.	Collaboration with Council Planning Dept., Manor Surgery and owners to via consultation to bring about 	 

	 outcome all parties are happy with.

2.	Offer solutions and not just objections (planning, architectural and building-related only - not income streams,  
	 alternative venues etc)

3.	Increase public awareness and engagement  – of the building, the planning process, and gather support for 	
	 the campaign. In person on the street, and online on social media.

4.	Petitioning the public – we have an online petition change.org/save-oban-house, and a paper version.

5.	Research of the architectural features, historical ‘story’ and timeline of the building to provide better  
	 protection in the future (hearts and minds).

WHAT ACTION ARE WE TAKING?
1.	Reaching out to our membership; local Societies and groups, and the wider community to gather local 			 

	 knowledge, recollection, and expertise about the building and its significance to our town’s heritage, amenity,  
	 and setting.

2.	Established a working group made up of Civic Society Committee and members, local people with  
	 backgrounds in heritage, architecture and the planning process, as well as people in the general public who 	
	 want to help save Oban House – to collate ideas and information together.

3.	Created a campaign – with dedicated branding: a web page, a Facebook group, a petition, social media 			
	 posts, and printables promotion material to raise public awareness in a cohesive, recognisable way.

4.	We’ve joined Heritage Trust Network, to access and make use of their Toolkit.

5.	Attempting to nominating Oban House as Asset of Community Value with Broxtowe.

6.	We’re contacting Societies, Local Authorities and associations (such as yourselves!) to seek advice, support  
	 and guidance about the ‘What How + When’ involved in trying to save this building.

7.	Lobbying Councillors and our local MP to get their support.

Method

HELP US SAVE 
A BUILDING! 

Scan the QR code to OBJECT or go to:  
tinyurl.com/saveobanhouse

Join our campaign on Facebook: 
/groups/SaveObanHouse

Sign our online petition: 
change.org/save-oban-house

Donate to our charity: 
beestoncivicsociety.org.uk

HELP SAVE 
HERITAGE
OBAN 

HOUSE



1212

Context

Who Owns It?

FREEHOLDERS: 
Bridgway Consultant Ltd (Pino de Rosa & Bell Trust) 
see Land Registry title. 

Bought in 1999. Occupied it until 2009, when they 
moved and leased it to various local charities and  
non-profit organisations. 

LEASEHOLDERS  
(PROSPECTIVE, NEW BUILDING) 
Dr Louis Mok (Manor Surgery, Beeston).
Manor will be leaseholders of the new building, along 
with others not yet in the picture.

Who Built It?

Built c.1890, by Francis (‘Frank’) Wilkinson (1847 – 
1897) an eminent local mill owner, builder, business 
man and entrepreneur. Wilkinson built Anglo Scotian 
Mills (AGM) on Wollaton Road (which are now Grade 
II Listed), and Chilwell Road. Oban House was to 
be superior dwelling house for manufacturers and 
industrialist of the buregoning middle class.

‘Plot three’ of land bought as part of St John’s Grove 
owned by R.Lowe was sold to Wilkinson, who devised 
to build on it. Original plans are lost, so there is no 
certainty about who the architect for Oban House 
was. It is thought to likely be James Huckerby, a local 
architect living in The City, Beeston. At the time he was 
already working for Wilkinson, and is responsible for 
other buildings in the area including the rebuilt ASM in 
June 1892. There is a possibility that Wilkinson himself 
could have designed or co-designed, Oban House – as 
it was certainly within his skill and inclination to do so. 
Due to fires at his mills (the last April 1892, and the mill 
was not fully insured) there were some serious financial 
constraints on his business at the time. 

After the Mill fire in 1892, the house was mortgaged in 
1893. Frank Wilkinson died in 1897, and the mortgage 
was foreclosed. His brother, George, had now taken 
over the family business, and Oban House was sold to 
new owners.
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Some of Oban House’s exterior original features  
include:
•	 Original, smooth red brickwork.

•	 Dentil moulding in eaves and string courses.

•	 Carved stone window frames and doorways.

•	 Rounded windows.

•	 Rounded entrance door.

•	 Dutch gable.

•	 Painted timber sash windows.

•	 Decoratively capitalled Columns flanking the double 
entrance doors, and keystoned arch. 

•	 Gilded, decorative fanlight.

•	 Slate roof.

•	 Bulwell stone boundary wall.

•	 Pollarded mature Lime trees.

•	 Mature trees and established hedgerow to the rear.

•	 Original  doors and windows to out buildings.

•	 Decorative iron finial on Dutch gable.

•	 Crown topped terracotta chimney stacks.

•	 Cast iron rainwater goods. 

The Building: Exterior
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Some of Oban House’s interior original features  
include:
•	Minton tiled entrance floors.

•	Marbel fireplaces.

•	Leaded lights in internal windows, and doors. 

•	Original plaster ceiling roses and mouldings.

•	Dentil cornices.

•	Carved stone archways and corbels. 

•	Painted timber sash windows.

•	Cellars.
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Since it was built by one of Beeston’s most famous and revered polymaths, Frank Wilkinson, as a superior 
dwelling house for the increasing professional classes of Beeston, Oban House has housed those who have 
worked to serve the community.

Reuben Reader between 1894 – 1913, local mechanical engineer, Freemason, businessman, and father. Reuben 
stood for election, and donated funds to charitable organisations and local projects to better infrastructure 
and housing. He had a large family, and employed many servants over his years in Oban House, as attested by 
advertisements for staff throughout his stay at the house.

Robert Paling between 1913 – 1924, a Lace maker, Commanding Officer in the Volunteer Regiment during 
WW1, and family man – Paling and his wife Rebecca did a lot of work for the local community, including 
organising Beeston’s famous May Festival in 1913, a big event in Beeston during Victorian and Edwardian times. 
They even hosted an event at Oban House afterwards, with more than 100 guests, to thank them for their help 
with the Festival (see “20 September 1913” on page 26).

Dr Winifred Alice Melland Thompson 1926 –1967, Dr Thompson was Beeston’s first female GP. For some 
years she remained Beeston’s only female GP. She lived and worked at Oban House, as it  was her home and 
her Surgery. Dr Thompson would have witnessed a lot of change in Beeston during her time in Oban House. 
Not least WW2, and the introduction of the National Health Service. Many people in Beeston today have 
memories of Dr Thompson, who was known to ‘lock up shop’ to run to deliver a baby, or leave your prescription 
under the plant pot in the garden, and well known for her love of ‘Scotty’ dogs. She features extensively in the 
newspapers of the time in stories about dramatic events or cases – violent crimes, accidents or deaths  because 
she supported the other twelve practices in the area – especially during wartime.

She moved from Oban House when she sold it to the Council. But she didn’t move far - to Bramcote. It was a 
great shock  to the community when she died as a result of being hit by a car while crossing the road. She was 
94. In her will, Dr Thompson left provision for the care of her beloved Scotty dogs, and a generous bequeath to 
her maid with whom she’d remained close to for many years.  
It is our belief that Oban House should have a Blue Plaque to Dr Thompson, as she more than qualifies.

Community Value

When Dr Thompson sold Oban House to Beeston and 
Stapleford Urban District Council in 1967, it became 
the area headquarters for Social Services. Adverts in 
local press appeal for Foster homes for children in care, 
and Oban House is cited. 

How many children in care during the ‘70s will have 
Oban House and its distinctive entrance and interior 
etched in their memories – hopefully at the start of  
happier times for them, with care and loving homes?

Bridgeway Consulting Ltd 1999 – present

Bridgeway bought Oban House in 1999, when it had 
been in the Conservation Area since its conception in 
1993.

In their letter to Beeston and District Local History 
Society (BaDLHS), their Director speaks of the 
sympathetic renovations they completed, 
“we will continue our policy of not changing the 

structure or appearance of the building.” (page 32)

They even mention Oban House, with a photograph, 
on their website bridgeway-consulting.co.uk/about-us 

When they moved to new premises, Bridgeway leased 
the office rooms to local non-profits, charities and 
NGOs such as: BaDLHS, Voluntary Action Broxtowe, 
Broxtowe Labour, Beeston Shopmobility, Barnado’s, 
and others.

http:// bridgeway-consulting.co.uk/about-us
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St John’s Grove, Lot 3 for sale in the Nottinghamshire 

Guardian (above), 13 June 1879

 
Beeston Land Society purchased this land from the 
church (on Church Field, Chapman map 1778) and laid 
out this street plan. 

It was so named ‘St John’s Grove’ after the Duke 
of Newcastle who had appointed Rev. T. Oldrini to 
the church (St John the Baptist Parish Church) (see 
appendix for Land Registry title, including covenants 
on the land and prospective buildings).

Heritage: Occupants & Records



Occupants & Records

WRIGHTS DIRECTORY & NEWSPAPERS 
Adverts for servants place R. Reader at Oban House. 
Earliest advert for servants at Oban House placed by 
Reader in 1894 . 
 
1899 WRIGHT’S DIRECTORY
Arthur Stevenson is still listed at “8 Chilwell Road”.

1891 CENSUS (RIGHT)
“8 CHILWELL ROAD”
Arthur Stevenson (24) – Lacemaker 
Rebecca Stevenson (32?) (wife)

Frank Wilkinson and his wife, Elizabeth (nee Stevenson) 
did not marry until she had their third child. 

Is Arthur Elizabeth’s family?  
 
There are other records of Stephenson in the area who 
were also lace makers – it appears to be a well known 
name in lace.
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Occupants & Records

1901 CENSUS “8 CHILWELL ROAD”. 
Leonard & Mary A. Hudston. Lacemaker.
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Reuben Reader & Family  
1894 – 1913

WRIGHTS DIRECTORY & NEWSPAPERS 
Adverts for servants place R. Reader at Oban House. 
Earliest advert for servants at Oban House placed by 
Reader in 1894 .

1901 CENSUS 
“Oban House” 

Reuben Reader, Annie (wife), Maud  and Ada 
(daughters), Arthur (son), Lizzie Brown (servant), Ethel 
M. Fowler (servant).

1905 WRIGHT’S DIRECTORY
“Reuben Reader, engineer, Oban House, Cromwell 
Road.”

(Joseph Middleton Perrin, sec to the Anglo-Scotian 
mills, Victoria vils, Cromwell Street.)

Elsewhere in Wright’s 1905, Reuben Reader is listed 
as a “director of E Reader & Sons Ltd, engineers, 
millwrights, lace machine builders, Phoenix Works, 11 
Cremorne Street.”

Heritage: Reuben Reader

22
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Reuben Reader was a member of the Institution of 
Mechanical Engineers (IME). His company, Reader 
& Sons of Phoenix Engine Works, Cremorne Street, 
Nottingham were makers of high speed stationary 
steam engines and electrical generating sets. Often 
installed on vessels such as Salthouse, a photo of which 
is on display at National Maritime Museum, Liverpool. 

Reubne was an associated with the great and the good 
in Industry at the time, including Samuel Fothergill 
Watson, who served an apprenticeship at E. Reader 
& Sons between 1891-1893. In 1898 he became 
managing director to E. Reader & Sons, and was 
holding this position at the time of his death on 16 
January 1915, at the age of forty.

Reader & Sons

1917 Incorporated as subsidiary of Sturtevant 
Engineering Co.[1]

1950s SE7 Compound experimental steam engine 
for the university. Exhibit at Nottingham Industrial 
Museum.

With thanks to Grace’s Guide To British Industrial History for this historical information.

Source: 1. The Times March 4, 1946

Reader steam engine connected 
to Reavell pump, on static 
display at Poldark Mine 
Museum (Courtesy gracesguide.
co.uk).

Reader steam engine driving 
GEC generator at Coleham 
Pumping Station (Courtesy 
gracesguide.co.uk).

Above: January 1888 (courtesy gracesguide.co.uk) Below left: 
Photograph of Salthouse, Alexandra Towing Company, 1935 
(MCR/90/118 courtesy liverpoolmuseums.org.uk).

1922. (Courtesy gracesguide.co.uk)



1911 CENSUS 
Reuben Reader, Ann Reader (wife), Ada Reader 
(daughter) Martha Elizabeth Chettle (servant).

24



Occupants & Records

BEESTON GAZETTE AND ECHO 
17 MAY 1913
Notice of sale of Oban House. 
 
Reuben Reader moved to West Bridgford.
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BEESTON GAZETTE AND ECHO
24 MAY 1913 
Record of sale to Robert Paling for £975

BEESTON GAZETTE AND ECHO 
20 SEPTEMBER 1913
Record of “at home” at Oban House, by  
Mr & Mrs Paling.
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Heritage: Robert & Rebecca Paling
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BEESTON GAZETTE AND ECHO 
7 SEPTEMBER 1918
One of many classifieds for volunteers for 
Notts. Volunteer Regiment Band, to apply at  
Oban House. 
(Capt. Robert Paling, Officer in Command)
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BEESTON GAZETTE AND ECHO 
14 JUNE 1924
Suggests Oban House  was up for sale again  
in 1924.
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Dr Winifred Alice Melland 
Thompson 1926 – 1967

BEESTON ECHO 
BEESTON AND DISTRICT LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY
MAGAZINE
SPRING 2002, NO 10 
 
over the page
 
BEESTON ECHO 
BEESTON AND DISTRICT LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY
MAGAZINE 
SUMMER 2002, NO 11 

Dr Winifred Thompson bought the house in 1926.

She was the first female GP in the area. 
At some point, Dr Thompson’s mother, Alice, moved in 
to live with her – probably after the death of her father.
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Heritage: Dr WAM Thompson
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Beeston and Stapleford Urban 
District Council

NOTTINGHAM EVENING POST AND NEWS 
APRIL 24 1970 

Social Services classifieds show Oban House as 
address:

“A foster home is required for a 15-year old girl who 
will be starting work at the end of the summer school 
term. – If interested please contact Area Children’s 
Officer, Oban House, 8 Chilwell Road, Beeston, NG9 
1EJ. Telephone Nottm 256267”.

over the page

CITIZENS’ GUIDE
1986
Broxtowe Social Services area office, 

Oban House. 
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Heritage: The Council
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Bridgeway Consulting Ltd  
1999 – present

“As the company expanded, in 1999 we 
moved to Oban House in Beeston. Originally 
occupying two of the three floors, company 
growth once again meant that we would need 
to expand into the top floor.

We remained in Oban House until 2008 where 
the future expansion of the company required 
even bigger premises.”

bridgeway-consulting.co.uk/about-us

Bridgeway leased office space, and floors of 
Oban House to local non-profit organisations 
and community services. Some of the 
leaseholders and venue hires have included:
Voluntary Action Broxtowe
Beeston and District Local History Society
Barnardo’s
Beeston Shopmobility
Broxtowe Labour
Heritage Open Days
Beeston Civic Society 
Friday Vintage Tea Room
Parenting Takes a Village
Greening Beeston

Today: Bridgeway
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Proposed New Building

Planning application 22/00166/FUL

Viewable at: tinyurl.com/saveobanhouse

Applicant: 			   Dr Louis Mok

Site Address:		  Oban House  
							       8 Chilwell Road  
							       Beeston  
							       Nottinghamshire NG9 1EJ 

Proposal:	 Demolition of the existing property known 
as Oban House and the erection of a Medical Centre 
incorporating a pharmacy and associated car parking, 
highway and landscaping works.

Agent Details

Name:					     Mr Paul Stone

Address:				    9 Yardley Close  
							       Swanwick DE55 1EP

Application Progress 

Officer Dealing:	 Mrs S Heron

Date Received: 	 22/02/2022	

Date Validated:	 23/02/2022

Appendix
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Press Release 

AT LAST!
The long-awaited relocation of The Manor Surgery, 
currently located on Middle Street in Beeston town 
centre, has moved a step nearer following the 
submission of detailed plans to Broxtowe Borough 
Council which, if approved, will see the Practice 
relocate to a site close by on Chilwell Road.

The existing GP Surgery has continually delivered 
excellent services but has outgrown the property 
following the population growth in and around 
Beeston, the closure of other surgery facilities in 
the town and the continuing move from the NHS 
to provide more clinical services within GP surgery 
premises.

The new building will be constructed on a site opposite 
Beeston Parish Church, adjacent to the town centre 
shopping and leisure facilities and next to the main 
public transport hub a few metres from the main bus 
and train stops. 

DETAILS & QUOTES
The existing Manor Surgery building provides around 
445 sq m of floor space – the new surgery will provide 
970 sq m which will be purpose built to the most up to 
date standards for surgery accommodation, capable 
of delivering a wide range of clinical services to the 
population of Beeston.  The surgery has been future 

proofed to allow for the projected growth in patient 
numbers – currently the surgery has a patient list size 
of 13,000, which is expected to grow to around 18,000 
patients by 2025.

In addition, the new design provides space for a new 
Pharmacy unit and 265 sq m of additional clinical 
accommodation which will provide complimentary 
services alongside the main surgery function, creating 
new employment opportunities in the centre of the 
town.

Dr Louis Mok, GP Partner at Manor Surgery said:

“The Partners and staff at Manor Surgery are really 
excited to see the plans submitted for the new surgery 
on Chilwell Road.  The location is ideal, prominent, 
easy to find and accessible by public transport.  We 
have been keen to ensure the new building is designed 
to the best possible standards.  The property will 
benefit from Air Source Heat Pumps and a range of 
other energy saving facilities which will future proof 
the property for years to come and reduce our carbon 
footprint. This development will allow us to provide the 
best possible clinical care to the ever-growing patients 
in Beeston within top quality surgical premises.”

Lynne Sharp, Associate Director of Estates at NHS 
Nottingham and Nottinghamshire CCG, said:

“We are pleased that plans for the new premises for 
Manor Surgery are progressing and that the practice 
will be able to deliver patient care in a modern and fit 

themanorsurgery.com/new-build

for purpose building for many years to come.”

If the plans are approved, it is proposed to start 
construction in mid 2022 with completion of the new 
much needed community clinical facility delivered by 
early Summer 2023. 

THE MANOR JOURNEY
The current site on Middle Street was opened in 1982 
and was built for a list size of 7,500 people.  The site 
has had two extensions added in the late 90’s and 
early 2000’s adding a pharmacy, note storage area and 
offices, with internal remodelling converting old office 
space into two clinical rooms. 

The reason for moving became apparent in 2016 
when the then new Practice Business Manager did an 
appraisal of local plans and the requirements coming 
from NHS England via the five year plan.  At that time 
we had a list size of 10,300 people, but the local plans 
indicated additional housing being proposed in the 
Beeston/Chilwell area amounting to almost 2000 new 
homes.  Some of these are on the doorstep of the 
existing site, with the old fire station, Myford place, 
Bartons and the Plessey site all within walking distance. 

The Practice boundary extends from the Beeston side 
of Woodside Road, with the A52 forming the Northern 
edge and the River Trent the Southern, the western 
boundary wriggles through Chilwell, starting from the 
A52 following the B6003 and then Swiney way till it 
meets the A6005 crossing to Barton lane till that ends 
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at the River.  This meant the proposed sites around the Boots, Chetwynd barracks and Bardills would also have 
a large impact on the Practice list size. 
 
...THE SEARCH

The Practice therefore engaged a property developer to work with us in finding a suitable site and this resulted 
in the approved proposal being submitted to then Nottingham West CCG in late 2018.  This was to build on 
the now residential Myfords place location.  This unfortunately fell through as a location as the site was more 
financially viable as housing.

In 2018 the closure of The West Surgery had the biggest impact on the Practice list size, within days the list 
grew from 10,300 to 11,700, but to make things harder our neighbouring practice in Chilwell applied to close 
its list to new patients, as they could not cope with the additional demand.  Thus, over the three months it was 
closed an additional 300 patients registered at The Manor, bringing the total list to almost 13,000 by the end of 
2018.  This meant the surgery had to take on an additional GP, Advanced Nurse Practitioner and increase the 
hours of our Nursing and Admin teams to meet the increased demand.  To meet the expected growth of about 
6000 new residents in the Beeston Chilwell area the local GP practices need at least three additional GPs, three 
nurses and backroom staff.  The present GP practices do not have the space for this growth.

Searching for a new location within ½ a mile of the present site has proven very difficult as land in Beeston is 
at a premium due to the excellent transport links and shopping.  Sites considered were Plessey near the train 
station, both sides of Meadow Road (all became residential).  The fire station site (no parking). The College 
site now earmarked for residential.  An old warehouse on Holly lane, but the owner decided to stay in situ as 
unable to find a site for his business.  The Methodist church on Queens road, but they sold to another religious 
organisation.

 

...THE LOCATION
Luckily the opportunity has arisen to move to the site 
of what presently is Oban House, at the Beeston end 
of Chilwell road, as the owner is keen to develop a 
long term investment in the local area for the benefit 
of the local population and has the same vision as the 
Surgery of developing a site than can provide for the 
growing population and bring secondary care services 
out into the local community from their present 
locations in major hospitals.  The location is within 
eyesight of the present surgery, is nearer the transport 
hub and is far more visible to the local population.
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Land Registry Title for Oban House

Title Number : NT337567

This title is dealt with by HM Land Registry, Nottingham Office.

The following extract contains information taken from the register of the above title
number. A full copy of the register accompanies this document and you should read that
in order to be sure that these brief details are complete.
Neither this extract nor the full copy is an 'Official Copy' of the register. An
official copy of the register is admissible in evidence in a court to the same extent
as the original. A person is entitled to be indemnified by the registrar if he or she
suffers loss by reason of a mistake in an official copy.
This extract shows information current on 29 NOV 2021 at 20:50:59 and so does not take
account of any application made after that time even if pending in HM Land Registry
when this extract was issued.

REGISTER EXTRACT

Title Number : NT337567

Address of Property : Oban House, 8 Chilwell Road, Beeston, Nottingham (NG9
1EJ)

Price Stated : Not Available

Registered Owner(s) : PINO DE ROSA and CAROLYN ANN DE ROSA of 39 Vernon
Avenue, Wilford Village, Nottingham NG11 7AE and 15
Victoria Street, *Nottingham* NG1 2JZ

A J BELL TRUSTEES LIMITED (Co. Regn. No. 3213118) of
Trafford House, Chester Road, Manchester M32 0RS as
Trustees of the Bridgeway Pension Fund.

Lender(s) : None

1 of 3



This is a copy of the register of the title number set out immediately below, showing
the entries in the register on 29 NOV 2021 at 20:50:59. This copy does not take account
of any application made after that time even if still pending in HM Land Registry when
this copy was issued.
This copy is not an 'Official Copy' of the register. An official copy of the register
is admissible in evidence in a court to the same extent as the original. A person is
entitled to be indemnified by the registrar if he or she suffers loss by reason of a
mistake in an official copy. If you want to obtain an official copy, the HM Land
Registry web site explains how to do this.

A: Property Register
This register describes the land and estate comprised in
the title.
NOTTINGHAMSHIRE : BROXTOWE

1 (27.04.1999) The Freehold land shown edged with red on the plan of the
above Title filed at the Registry and being Oban House, 8 Chilwell
Road, Beeston, Nottingham (NG9 1EJ).

2 (24.01.2011) A new title plan based on the latest revision of the
Ordnance Survey Map has been prepared.

B: Proprietorship Register
This register specifies the class of title and
identifies the owner. It contains any entries that
affect the right of disposal.

Title absolute
1 (17.03.2006) PROPRIETOR: PINO DE ROSA and CAROLYN ANN DE ROSA of 39

Vernon Avenue, Wilford Village, Nottingham NG11 7AE and 15 Victoria
Street, *Nottingham* NG1 2JZ and A J BELL TRUSTEES LIMITED (Co. Regn.
No. 3213118) of Trafford House, Chester Road, Manchester M32 0RS as
Trustees of the Bridgeway Pension Fund.

2 (27.04.1999) RESTRICTION: Except under an order of the registrar no
disposition by the proprietor of the land is to be registered unless a
certificate signed by the solicitor of the company has been furnished
that such disposition has been made in accordance with the provisions
of a Trust Deed dated 26 October 1998 of the Bridgeway Pension Fund and
all existing and future deeds amending or extending the same.

3 (17.03.2006) RESTRICTION: No disposition by a sole proprietor of the
registered estate (except a trust corporation) under which capital
money arises is to be registered unless authorised by an order of the
court.

4 (17.03.2006) The Transfer to the proprietor contains a covenant to
observe and perform the covenants referred to in the Charges Register
and of indemnity in respect thereof.

C: Charges Register
This register contains any charges and other matters
that affect the land.
1 (27.04.1999) A Conveyance of the land in this title and other land

dated 9 August 1877 made between (1) Thomas John Oldrini (2) The
Ecclesiastical Commissioners for England (3) The Most Noble William
Cavendish Duke of Devonshire K.G. and (4) James Butler and others
contains the following covenants:-

JOINT and several covenant by said James Butler Joseph Orchard and
William Roberts with the said Thomas John Oldrini his successors and
assigns and by way of separate covenant with said Ecclesiastical
Commissioners and their successors that they said James Butler Joseph

Title number NT337567

2 of 3

C: Charges Register continued
Orchard and William Roberts their heirs or assigns would not permit or
suffer any steam engine or furnace to be erected upon the said pieces
of land thereby granted and conveyed or any part thereof and would not
suffer or permit any building or buildings to be erected or used on
said pieces of land or any part thereof as or for a factory public
house beer house dissenting chapel or public Elementary School and that
no brickmaking or excavation of Gravel for sale shall be carried on
upon the same premises.

2 (27.04.1999) A Conveyance of the land in this title and other land
dated 12 October 1878 made between (1) James Butler and others (2)
James Butler (3) Benjamin Collington (4) William Flewitt (5) Robert
Hogg (6) Edward Turner Jones (7) William Kirkland (8) Robert Lowe (9)
William Neville (10) Joseph Orchard (11) William Roberts (12) Rufus
Sisson (13) William Thornhill (14) John Watson (15) William Walker (16)
Francis Wilkinson (17) Elizabeth Brett Wilkinson (18) James Butler and
others and (19) Frederic Wadsworth contains restrictive covenants.

NOTE: Copy filed.

3 (24.01.2011) The land is subject to the lease set out in the schedule
of leases hereto.

Schedule of notices of leases
Registration
date
and plan ref.

Property description Date of lease
and term

Lessee's
title

1 24.01.2011      Oban House                    30.11.2010      NT470108
                                              from and
                                              including
                                              30/11/2010 to
                                              and including
                                              29/10/2020

End of register
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CONTACT US
 
BEESTON AND DISTRICT CIVIC SOCIETY
beestoncivicsociety@gmail.com

Facebook: 	 @beestoncivicsociety 
Twitter: 		  @beestoncivicsoc 
Instagram: 	 @beestoncivicsociety

beestoncivicsociety.org.uk 

SAVE OBAN HOUSE CAMPAIGN 
saveobanhouse@gmail.com

facebook.com/groups/saveobanhouse 
#SaveObanHouseNG9 
#SaveObanHouseNG9

beestoncivicsociety.org.uk/saveobanhouse
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